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Pan-Caribbeanism — whethe r a s a  polic y aspiration , a s scientifi c
conjecture, o r a s sentimenta l indulgenc e —  i s a n increasingl y familia r
by-product o f th e Caribbea n crucibl e o f ne w an d self-renovatin g na -
tions. An y politicia n wh o pursue s th e goa l o f Caribbea n federation ,
however, o r an y socia l scientis t wh o generalize s abou t Caribbea n so -
cieties i s forced to recogniz e tha t hitherto th e onl y focuse d an d autho -
ritative regiona l perspective s hav e bee n geopolitica l an d externall y im -
posed. Ironically , th e person s an d power s wh o adopte d the m ar e
precisely thos e responsibl e fo r th e region' s fragmentation , fo r it s neu -
tralization agains t interna l scheme s o f integration .

This essa y wil l pas s i n revie w som e representativ e geopolitica l
views of the past . On e purpose is to remind those who search for new
schemes o f unit y wha t th e onl y persuasiv e one s hav e bee n til l now .
The burde n o f nearl y hal f a  millenniu m o f histor y doe s no t evaporat e
before a  fe w revolutionar y gesture s o r generalization s abou t siblin g
patterns or sentimental apostrophes to l a bel'nèguesse. As we summon
up th e ghost s o f Caribbea n Pas t the y ma y toda y appea r rathe r mor e
corporeal tha n a  firs t hunc h would suggest .

A secon d purpos e wil l b e t o appl y t o th e Caribbea n a  distinctio n
made by an eminent Frenc h scholar between geopolitics and geohistory,
and t o propos e tha t a  primar y tas k fo r historian s a t thi s stag e o f a
Caribbean prise  de conscience  i s t o identif y th e endurin g substrat e o f
Caribbean regionalis m whic h wil l outlas t th e imperialism s an d striden t
nationalisms o f the moment , o r o f th e century .

(*) . —  Trabalh o apresentad o par a o  númer o Jubila r d a Revist a (n º
100), infelizment e entregu e quand o o  mesm o j á s e encontrav a n o prelo . (Nota
da Redação).

(**). —  Thi s paper , originall y presente d a t th e Thir d Caribbea n Scholars '
Conference, Georgetown , Guyana , Apri l 4-9 , 1966 , ha s bee n revise d fo r publi -
cation i n a  boo k o f essays .
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Before immersin g ourselve s i n histor y w e shoul d recal l tha t le -
gendary, transhistorica l visio n o f "th e Caribbean " a s a n integra l land ,
shaped an d contoured , rathe r tha n a n amorphou s fring e o f coas t an d
islands abou t a  se a swep t b y natura l an d huma n hurricanes . I  refe r t o
the seren e pre-Columbia n Isl e o f Antilia , appearin g o n Toscanelli' s
map o f 147 4 an d Behaim' s glob e o f 149 2 a s a  singl e lan d mas s lyin g
southwest o f th e Azores , nort h o f th e large r St . Brendan , an d o n th e
route fro m th e Canarie s t o Cipango . Mythica l Antili a wa s a  "thin g
in itself" , no t th e embroidere d he m o f tw o continents . Historica l
"Antilia" wa s pulverize d i n th e nam e o f clamorou s unitie s quit e exter -
nal t o i t —  producing , nonetheless , th e ra w materia l whic h ma y som e
day interac t t o imbu e th e legen d wit h th e puls e o f reality .

*

Two Admirals Serving  Spain.

The settlemen t o f Caribbea n land s b y European s was , a s everyon e
knows, th e resul t o f a  miscalculation . T o avoi d th e turbulen t Nort h
Atlantic, Columbu s saile d sout h t o th e Canaries , the n wes t alon g lati -
tude 28ºN . Toscanell i ha d sai d Antili a t o b e a  convenien t por t o f
call e n rout e t o th e fable d wealt h o f Cipango , an d Columbu s assume d
that h e woul d pas s clos e t o it . O n Septembe r 19 , 1492 , h e bega n
searching fo r it , bu t hi s deep-se a lea d gav e n o sounding s a t tw o hun -
dred fathoms . H e rejecte d Martí n Alons o Pinzón' s suggestio n t o re -
connoiter a  bit , sayin g tha t "hi s objec t wa s t o reac h th e Indies , an d i f
he delayed , i t woul d no t hav e mad e sense " (1 ) .  I n short , Columbu s
bypassed Antili a i n searchin g fo r somethin g else , an d discovere d "An -
tilia" b y findin g wha t h e though t wa s somethin g else .

In hi s lette r fro m Lisbo n o f Marc h 14 , 1493 , Columbu s describe d
the ne w land s i n a  somewha t promotiona l vein . Th e island s boaste d
secure harbors , handsom e scener y an d mountains , luxurian t tree s fille d
with warblin g nightingales , an d fertil e plain s suite d fo r cultivatio n
and settlement . Th e native s were timi d an d unacquainte d wit h weapons .
Once thei r fear s o f intruder s wer e allayed , however , the y prove d t o b e
"simple an d honest , an d exceedingl y libera l wit h al l the y hav e . . . .
They exhibi t grea t lov e toward s al l other s i n preferenc e t o themselves .
Nor ar e the y slo w o r stupid , bu t o f ver y clea r understanding " (2 ) .

Here, then , wa s a  peaceful , idylli c kingdo m o f nature . Columbus '
response t o i t wa s no t wholl y ungracious . I n forbiddin g hi s me n t o

(1) . —  Samue l E . Morison , Christopher  Columbus,  Mariner  (Ne w
York, 1956) , pp . 38-39 .

(2) . —  Christophe r Columbus , Four Voyages  t o the  New  World,  Letters
and Selected  Documents  (Ne w York , 1961) , pp . 1-17 .
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trade worthles s trinket s fo r larg e sum s o f gol d h e showe d a  mora l
delicacy rarel y imitate d b y late r Europeans .

Indeed by contrast to hi s successor s th e figur e of Columbu s take s
on som e o f th e mythologica l aur a whic h invest s legendar y Antilia .
The effec t i s heightene d b y hi s accoun t o f th e thir d voyage , durin g
which hi s Edeni c visio n o f th e Caribbea n wa s transpose d t o a n apo -
calyptic plan e (3) . Whe n h e reache d th e Gul f o f Paria , whic h re -
ceived water s fro m th e Orinoc o delta , h e foun d i t t o resembl e th e
setting o f th e Terrestria l Paradis e watere d b y th e "rive r o f th e fou r
heads" describe d i n Genesis  ii . H e ha d als o observe d tha t durin g hi s
westward crossin g th e Nort h Sta r seeme d t o elevat e an d th e su n be-
came les s fierce ; tha t th e peopl e o f Trinida d wer e les s scorche d tha n
the Africans , tha t the y wer e intelligen t an d graceful , an d tha t thei r
isle wa s a s "beautifu l a s th e garden s o f Valenci a i n April" .

Columbus conclude d tha t h e ha d reache d th e environ s o f th e
Earthly Paradise , t o b e foun d o n th e summi t o f a  "rugge d mountain "
from whic h th e Orinoc o tumbled . Th e world , therefore , wa s no t
wholly spherical :

but o f th e for m o f a  pear , whic h i s ver y roun d excep t wher e
the stal k grows , a t whic h par t i t i s mos t prominent ; o r lik e a
round ball , upo n on e par t o f whic h i s a  prominenc e lik e a  wo -
man's nipple , thi s protrusio n bein g th e highes t an d neares t th e
sky, situate d unde r th e equinoctia l line , an d a t th e easter n extre -
mity o f thi s sea .

In refusin g t o vouc h tha t thi s Paradis e migh t b e accessibl e t o ma n
Columbus displaye d a  humilit y unshare d b y ou r contemporar y mer -
chants o f Ede n an d pirate s o f Fomento.

The Columbia n visio n woul d b e incomplet e withou t mentio n o f
Fray Ramó n Pane , th e anchorit e o f th e Orde r o f St . Jerome , wh o
accompanied Columbus o n the secon d voyag e an d is know n t o histor y
as th e firs t Caribbea n ethnographe r —  a  kin d o f antediluvia n Hers -
kovits. Hi s Relation  catche s a  distorte d an d dream-lik e reflectio n
of what the Caribbean world was to its aboriginal inhabitants — the in-
tra-Caribbean visio n whic h i n ou r da y i s bein g s o painfull y recons -
tructed. In the summary of Edward G. Bourne, Pane's account gives us:

a cosmogony , a  creatio n legend , a n Amazo n legend , a  le -
gend whic h offer s interestin g evidenc e tha t syphili s wa s a n indi -
genous an d ancien t diseas e i n Americ a a t th e tim e o f it s disco -
very, a  floo d an d ocea n legend , a  tobacc o legend , a  su n an d moo n

(3) . —  Ibid.,  pp . 117-38 .
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legend, a  lon g accoun t o f th e Haitia n medicin e men , a n accoun t
of th e makin g o f thei r cemi s o r fetishes , o f th e ritualisti c use o f
tobacco, a  curren t nativ e prophec y o f th e appearanc e . . . o f a
race o f clothe d peopl e an d lastl y a  brie f repor t o f th e earlies t
conversions t o Christianit y . . . an d o f th e firs t nativ e martyr s
(4) .

The Columbia n visio n o f th e Caribbea n i s extraordinaril y com -
plex. I t hover s betwee n th e regiona l an d th e Europocentric , betwee n
cultural innocenc e an d geopolitics , betwee n repertoria l detai l an d th e
mythology o f tw o cultures . It s wonde r an d generosit y an d suggesti -
veness coul d onl y b e attenuate d b y th e subsequen t cours e o f history .

For th e generatio n afte r th e discovery , th e Caribbea n island s
and selecte d coasta l region s remaine d th e mai n theate r o f Spanis h
activity in the New World (5) . Th e search for a passage to Indi a took
priority ove r appropriatio n o f th e continenta l mainland . I n thi s "An -
tillean phase " o f th e conques t th e Caribbea n serve d a s a  stagin g are a
where European s becam e accustome d t o th e climat e an d food s o f
the Ne w World , familiarize d themselve s wit h it s geography , mad e
grievous socia l experiment s wit h th e Amerindians , an d prepare d lo -
gistic bases for mainland expeditions an d settlement . I t was a  tim e o f
trial and error in policy formulation, whe n the crown wavered between
a "commercia l model " (establishmen t o f fortifie d outpost s t o barte r
with o r exac t tribut e fro m th e Indians ) an d a  "settlemen t model "
(exemplified i n Columbus'secon d expedition , whic h brough t artisan s
and farmers , horse s an d sheep , grapevin e cutting s an d whea t see d t o
Española).

With th e exploit s o f Corté s an d Pizarr o i n th e 1520 s an d 1530 s
Spain was plunge d int o a  vas t desig n o f continenta l conques t an d into
the secon d policy alternative . Th e Antille s were draine d o f manpowe r
and enterprising leadership, an d the Caribbea n became a  grea t Spanish
lake servin g a s a n acces s rout e t o th e farflun g viceroyaltie s o f th e
mainland.

A synopti c view of the Caribbea n i n thi s ne w perio d come s fro m
another admiral , Pedr o Menénde z d e Avilés . Contrastin g sharpl y i n
its precisio n an d practicalit y t o tha t o f Columbus , thi s vie w reste d o n
a propheti c geopolitica l desig n whic h wa s t o b e reimbodie d i n

(4) . —  Quote d i n The  Life  o f the Admiral Christopher  Columbus  b y
his Son  Ferdinand,  trans . Benjami n Kee n (Ne w Brunswick , 1959) , p . 299 .
Pane's Relation  appear s i n ibid.,  pp . 153-69.

(5) . —  Thi s paragrap h follow s Manue l Giméne z Fernández , Hernán
Cortés y  s u revolución  comunera  e n l a Nueva España  (Sevilla , 1948) , pp . 8-64 .
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different nationa l version dow n t o Mahan , dow n t o ou r own day , an d
undoubtedly beyond .

French an d Englis h incursion s i n th e Antille s durin g th e 1550 s
and 1560 s mad e eviden t t o th e Spanis h crow n th e nee d fo r a  unifie d
Caribbean militar y comman d t o kee p se a lane s clear , t o coordinat e
sealand defenses , an d thus t o protec t th e lifeline s o f the ne w empire .
This command was entrusted to Menéndez de Avilés, who was appoin -
ted adelantado  o f Florid a (1565 ) an d governo r o f Cub a (1567) , a
dual comman d whic h woul d toda y war m th e cockle s o f an y Pentago n
heart. Th e ingredient s o f Menéndez , maste r pla n were : establishmen t
of a  convoy system fo r Spanish commerce wit h the Indies , assignmen t
of permanent cruise r squadron s t o th e Antilles ; fortificatio n an d garri -
soning o f a  boldl y conceive d networ k o f harbor s (Cartagena , Sant o
Domingo, Santiago , Sa n Juan , Havana) .

Menéndez share d wit h Drak e an d Nelso n th e strategi c geniu s
that treat s al l sea s a s one . Hi s Wes t India n disposition s wer e
only par t o f a n over-al l plan , i n whic h th e long-ter m remed y fo r
the menac e o f Caribbea n privateerin g wa s a  Spanis h bas e i n th e
Scilly Isle s — a  bol d an d brilliant anticipatio n o f eighteenth-centur y
strategic idea s (6) .

The fac t tha t Spain los t n o majo r ocea n shipmen t unti l 162 7 i s addu -
ced as evidence of Menéndez, military genius.

From th e Antillea n poin t o f vie w th e brillianc e o f th e admiral' s
strategy wa s tarnishe d b y th e secondar y statu s t o whic h h e relegate d
the interna l need s o f the islands . H e refuse d t o allo w islan d colonist s
to leav e fo r th e mainland , ye t di d littl e t o hel p the m locally . Hi s
highhandedness cause d governor s an d tow n council s t o obstruc t hi m
whenever possible. Th e financia l subsid y from New Spai n upo n whic h
the Antille s ha d come t o depen d wa s allocate d largely a t hi s persona l
discretion.

By the 1560 s th e whole Caribbea n theate r had lapse d t o a  plan e
of secondary importance , a  fac t which officia l policy no t onl y recogni -
zed bu t als o helpe d t o perpetuate . Th e unifyin g visio n o f Menénde z
was utilitarian , highl y selective , an d inspire d b y extra-Caribbea n con -
siderations . Th e islands were isolated each from the other , an d insular
leaders were forced to deal independently with Spanish officialdom. On e
might therefor e argu e tha t th e fragmentatio n o f th e Antille s i s no t
exclusively a  resul t o f British , French , an d Dutc h conquests , tha t th e

(6) . —  J . H . Parr y an d P . M . Sherlock , A  Short  History  o f the  West
Indies (2n d ed. ; London , 1963) , p . 37 .
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process wa s wel l unde r wa y befor e Spanis h hegemon y wa s seriousl y
contested.

Like many a later admiral or bureaucrat, Menéndez was concerned
less wit h Caribbea n "development " tha n wit h diminishin g th e nuisanc e
value o f th e region . H e warne d hi s kin g tha t a  foreig n powe r migh t
seize Florida and lay the Antilles under threat of attack and consequent
subversion. Fo r in Santo Domingo , Cuba , an d Puert o Rico :

there i s a  ver y grea t quantit y o f Negroe s an d mulattoes , peo -
ple o f ba d disposition . O n eac h islan d ther e ar e mor e tha n thirt y
of the m fo r eac h Christia n . . . . Unde r th e Frenc h o r Englis h
all thes e slave s becom e free , an d therefore , i n orde r t o gai n thei r
freedom, th e Negroe s wil l hel p the m usur p th e lan d fro m thei r
own lord s an d master s —  which , wit h th e Negroes ' help , woul d
be ver y eas y t o d o (7) .

Within seventy-fiv e year s o f the discover y Columbu s an d Menén -
dez ha d adumbrate d th e mai n perspective s o n th e Caribbea n whic h
have guided it s destin y eve r since . Thes e were :

— th e Caribbea n a s a  Garde n o f Eden ;
— th e Caribbea n a s a  protectorat e whos e "natives " deserv e

sympathetic attention ;
— th e Caribbea n a s a  tradin g zone t o b e exploite d b y fortifie d

commercial enclaves ;
— th e Caribbea n a s a  theate r fo r settlemen t an d imperia l ex -

pansion;
— th e Caribbean as a natural "mediterranean", a  "danger zone"

exposed t o foreig n attac k an d posin g larg e strategica l pro -
blems t o th e military mind ;

— th e Caribbea n a s a  compoun d t o b e carefull y pratolle d les t
if flare u p i n rando m insurrections .

Today, fou r centurie s later , no t a  singl e on e o f thes e viewpoint s
is obsolete . An d not one ceases t o work it s mischie f on th e sens e an d
reason o f thos e wh o ar e bor n i n th e Caribbea n an d see k t o inser t
themselves into the community o f nations.

I repea t th e suggestio n tha t th e Spanis h gran d desig n o f empir e
rather than territoria l seizure s by other powers was originally responsi-
ble fo r th e fragmentatio n o f th e Caribbean . Th e Spanis h empir e wa s
a land empire , no t an oceanic one. Th e Caribbean could serve only a s
a staging area for conquest and a zone o f military defense . Th e regio n

(7) . —  Undate d memorial  i n E . Ruidía z y  Caravia , L a Florida,  s u
conquista y  colonización  por  Pedro  Menéndez  d e Avilés  ( 2 vols. , Madrid ,
1893), II: 322.
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was inevitably subordinated to the viceroyalty of New Spain. Althoug h
there came to exist considerable commercial integration between Mexi -
co an d componen t part s o f the Caribbea n (8) , th e unit s wer e weakl y
interrelated an d fel l apar t lik e a  broke n necklac e whe n Spain' s powe r
collapsed an d the y wer e detache d fro m Ne w Spain .

Perhaps th e mos t intriguin g might-have-bee n o f Caribbea n his -
tory i s no t wha t woul d hav e happene d ha d Englan d o r Franc e take n
full possession of the region — but what if Portugal had? The overseas
Portuguese, i t ha s bee n said , wer e pilot s an d farmers ; th e Spaniards ,
soldiers an d jurists . Unlik e Spain' s lan d empire , Portugal' s wa s a
thalassic one , insula r and coastal-based . I t wa s characterized b y prag -
matic commercialism , b y loca l institutiona l inventiveness , an d b y a
certain organicis m o r interactio n amon g th e parts . I t wa s oriente d t o
sugar productio n a s a  sourc e o f prosperity . I t develope d successfu l
resistance t o Dutch designs on northeastern Brazil . Finally , th e Portu -
guese empire reached its commercial apogee in the seventeenth century,
precisely th e centur y o f Spain' s declin e (9) . Unde r suc h auspice s th e
Caribbean region migh t have receive d a  measur e o f tha t well-nigh mi -
raculous unit y whic h th e continenta l archipelag o o f Portugues e settle -
ments i n Brazi l cam e t o enjoy .

*

Two Britons.

For th e nex t Caribbea n Desig n w e lea p tw o centurie s t o th e
Candid and Impartial  Considerations  o f Joh n Campbell , a  Scotsma n
(10). B y the n th e English , French , an d Dutc h wer e wel l ensconce d
on Caribbea n territor y an d th e se a ha d lon g sinc e cease d t o b e a
Spanish lake . B y the n als o th e caree r o f suga r fro m th e Lesse r int o
the Greate r Antille s ha d cause d Europea n nations , exceptin g Spai n
herself, t o regar d th e island s a s a n independen t sourc e o f wealt h an d
power.

With th e Antille s full y occupied , England' s outloo k wa s quit e
purged o f th e adventurousnes s an d obstreperousnes s o f he r earl y se a
dogs. "Ther e is not now an island smal l or great, indeed scarce a  rock
in the West-Indies",  Campbel l admonished, "th e right to as well as the

(8) . —  Se e Juli o L e Riveren d Brusone , "Relacione s entr e Nuev a Españ a
y Cub a (1518-1820)" , Revista  d e Historia  d e America,  37-3 8 (1954) : 45-108 ;
Eduardo Arcil a Farias , Comercio  entre  Venezuela  y México  e n los  siglos XVII
y XVIII  (Mexic o City , 1950 ) .

(9) . —  Se e Frédéri c Mauro , L e Portugal  e t l'Atlantique  XVI  a u XVIIe
siècle, 1570-1670,  étud e économique  (Paris , 1960) , pp . 509-13 .

(10). —  Joh n Campbell , Candid  and  Impartial  Considerations  o n the  Na-
ture of  the  Sugar  Trade; the Comparative Importance  of  the British  and  French
Islands i n the  West-Indies  (London , 1763) .
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possession o f which, i s no t clearly ascertained , an d thi s withou t intro -
ducing an y ne w power s int o tha t par t o f th e world , whic h mus t hav e
been exceedingl y prejudicia l t o ou r interests" . Ther e wa s t o b e n o
more rockin g o f th e boat . Ful l occupatio n b y th e grea t power s ha d
put an end "a t leas t a s huma n foresigh t reaches , t o al l thei r ambitiou s
views, t o th e self-intereste d project s o f privat e persons , an d t o th e
schemes o f enterprizin g governors , whic h hav e bee n th e principa l
sources o f . . . disputes" .

The claims of the nations were now staked out. On e could expect
no mor e dramati c powe r reversal s o r sudde n lan d grab s yieldin g ne w
El Dorados. Th e Caribbean region was perceived in terms of a calculus
of comparativ e advantage . Thi s meant , a s i t ha d fo r Menénde z d e
Avilés, a  reductio n t o utilitarian , extra-Caribbea n considerations . Bu t
the calculu s ha d shifte d fro m militar y t o economic . It s purpose , a s
Campbell sa w it , wa s t o determin e ho w eac h o f th e island s migh t
become:

more o r less , immediatel y o r remotely , directl y o r indirectly ,
assisting t o th e interests , increasin g th e power , augmentin g th e
commerce, extendin g th e navigation , an d thereb y promotin g th e
welfare o f Great  Britain;  or , i n othe r words , conducin g t o th e
industry, th e independency , an d th e happiness , o f thei r fello w ci -
tizens an d fello w subjects , wh o ar e th e inhabitant s o f thi s thei r
MOTHER COUNTRY .

The ne w economi c calculu s wa s largel y cleanse d o f rando m fac -
tors. Ther e were to be no more territorial seizures; "run-away Negroes
will not be able to shelter themselves any more in uninhabited islands";
"illicit commerc e wil l b e lessene d a t least , i f no t entirel y prevented" ;
piracy "wil l neve r mor e revive , a s al l th e port s an d place s t o whic h
these lawles s peopl e wer e won t t o resort , wil l n o longe r exist" . (pp .
203-06).

Freed fro m suc h worries , th e rationa l min d coul d serenel y con -
template th e inheren t advantage s o f a n archipelagi c economy . Smal l
Caribbean island s enjo y se a breeze s an d pure r air ; thei r land s ar e
more fertil e an d mor e speedil y cultivate d an d settled ; th e "facilit y o f
fishing" help s th e inhabitant s t o acquir e stapl e foods ; th e rati o o f
coastline t o lan d are a favor s maritim e commerc e an d facilitate s de-
fense; these islands in particular , bein g wel l wooded an d wel l watered ,
favor erection of water mills, which are more efficient than those driven
by win d o r animals . Afte r enumeratin g natura l resource s on e inject s
the variables . Thes e include : cas h crop s whic h migh t b e profitabl y
grown, notabl y suga r bu t als o cacao , coffee , tea , pepper , rhubarb ,
senna, an d sarsaparilla ; availabilit y o f Negr o slaves ; possibilitie s fo r
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expanding Caribbea n market s i n Nort h America , Africa , an d th e Eas t
Indies.

The calculus was o f course an empty exercise i f the enterprise o f
the mothe r countr y wer e deficient . Comparativ e inspectio n reveale d
that th e productio n o f th e large r Frenc h islands , "howeve r considera -
ble, i s no t i n proportio n t o th e exten t o f the country" .

The sam e thin g i s ye t mor e visible , i n regard t o th e Spaniards,
who posses s a t onc e island s th e larges t an d th e leas t profitabl e i n
the West-Indies.  Th e Dutch,  o n th e othe r hand , hav e foun d mean s
to rende r th e smallest , an d i n poin t o f soi l an d climate , th e wors t
islands i n th e West  Indies,  b y din t o f skil l an d o f industr y won -
derfully flourishing , exceedingl y populous , an d o f cours e highl y
beneficial (p . 215) .

In Campbell' s treatise , t o summarize , w e discove r tha t th e Ca -
ribbean ha s becom e a n independen t zon e o f interes t a s a  sourc e o f
prosperity, tha t its natura l resource s have receive d sympatheti c evalua -
tion, an d tha t previou s concern s wit h imperia l expansio n an d militar y
advantage hav e bee n partl y eclipse d b y peacefu l economi c rivalry .

Campbell's outloo k reflecte d th e vigo r an d optimis m o f a  com -
mercial empir e i n it s heyday . Onc e th e Caribbea n real m engender s
disenchantment an d self-doubt , however , w e predictabl y encounte r a
view wit h no hard cente r to it , a  view tincture d by moralisti c attitudi -
nizing and a pervasive note of decadence. Froude' s The  English in the
West Indies  (11 ) i s neithe r monumenta l fo r it s researc h no r richl y
philosophic i n it s leve l o f perception . A s soo n a s i t appeare d it s
author wa s attacke d a s a  Do n Quixot e wh o "did " th e Britis h Wes t
Indies, Cuba , an d Hait i in 8 1 day s on the Rocinante o f a  Roya l Mai l
Steamer. H e wa s accuse d o f purveyin g factua l inaccuracies , o f con -
sorting only with islan d elites , an d o f describing the black ma n wit h a
mixture o f politica l fear an d paterna l condescensio n (12) .

I canno t hel p bu t confess , however , tha t Froude' s boo k —  fo r
all it s "Froudacity " —  retain s fo r m e a  certai n appeal , whethe r i n
contrast t o th e bris k utilitarianis m o f Campbel l o r t o th e regressiv e
militarism propounde d b y Froude' s contemporary , Captai n Mahan .
Two aspect s o f Froude' s presentatio n ar e particularl y moving . On e i s
his mythopeism . Whe n h e describe d th e lif e o f rura l Negr o familie s
Froude resurrected the old Edenic vie w i n finding tha t the y effortlessly

(11). —  Jame s Anthon y Froude , The  English  i n the  West  Indies,  or,  the
Bow o f Ulysses  (Ne w York , 1888) .

(12). —  N . Darnel l Davis , Mr.  Froude's  Negrophobia  o r Don  Quixote
as a  Cook's  Tourist  (Demerara , 1888) . Se e als o J . j . Thomas , Froudacity,
West Indian  Fables  b y James  Anthony  Froude  (2n d ed. ; London , 1889) .
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gathered oranges , plantains , breadfruit , coconuts , yams , an d cassav a
— every frui t o f "Adam' s paradise " excep t apples !

The curs e i s take n of f fro m nature , an d lik e Ada m agai n the y
are unde r th e covenan t o f innocence . Moral s i n th e technica l
sense the y hav e none , bu t the y canno t b e sai d t o sin , becaus e the y
have n o knowledg e o f a  la w . . . The y ar e nake d an d no t ashamed .
They ar e married  a s the y cal l it , bu t no t parsoned  ...  Ye t the y
are not  licentiou s . . . Th e syste m i s strange , bu t i t answer s . . .
They ea t th e forbidde n fruit , bu t i t bring s wit h i t n o knowledg e
of th e differenc e betwee n goo d an d evi l . . . Meanwhil e the y ar e
perfectly happy . . . The y have no aspiration s to mak e them restless .
They hav e n o guil t upo n thei r conscience s (pp . 49-50) .

Here, then , i s a n Ede n withou t apples , th e nineteenth-centur y versio n
of a  powerfu l myt h whic h receive d richl y evocativ e formulatio n b y
Columbus an d i s toda y perpetuate d i n it s crasses t for m b y Caribbea n
tourist bureau s an d cynica l pleasur e merchant s i n th e New  York
Times trave l supplement . Th e Edeni c myt h i s eas y t o ridicul e bu t
difficult to come to terms with. Caribbea n radical s make i t prospective
by transposin g thei r ow n version s o f paradis e a  generatio n int o th e
future.

Froude's reactio n t o thi s neo-Edeni c spectacl e wa s on e o f mora l
earnestness mingle d wit h self-criticis m an d eve n self-doubt . Britain' s
only "genuine alternatives", he announced, were to leave her Caribbean
possessions "t o shap e thei r ow n destinies , a s w e hav e Australia" , o r
else "t o gover n the m a s i f the y wer e a  par t o f Grea t Britai n wit h th e
same scrupulou s car e o f th e peopl e an d thei r interest s wit h whic h w e
govern Bengal , Madras , an d Bombay" . Tha t th e secon d wa s th e pro -
per cours e h e wa s certain . Ye t Britai n shoul d choos e i t fro m mora l
obligation rathe r tha n materia l advantage . Sh e wa s responsibl e fo r
the islands , socia l condition . Sh e ha d fille d the m wit h slave s whe n
prompted b y interes t an d emancipate d th e slave s whe n prompte d b y
conscience. I t appeare d t o Froud e tha t "Englan d ough t t o bea r th e
consequences o f he r ow n actions , an d assum e t o hersel f th e responsi -
bilities o f a  stat e o f thing s whic h sh e ha s hersel f created. " (pp . 356 -
-57).

Because th e "section s of men o n thi s globe ar e unequally gifted",
Britons mus t assum e th e ancien t Roman rol e a s guardian s o f freedom
and justic e (p . 207) . Th e presen t generatio n o f Englishme n ma y b e
"just no w in a  moulting state , an d . . . sic k whil e th e proces s i s goin g
on". Bu t there was no question of degeneracy (p . 15 ) . "Th e problem
is t o creat e a  stat e o f thing s unde r whic h Englishme n o f vigou r an d
character will make their homes" among the West Indian Negroes.
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Annexation t o th e Unite d State s woul d lea d probabl y t o thei r
extermination a t n o ver y distan t time . Th e Antille s ar e small , an d
the fat e o f th e negroe s ther e migh t b e n o bette r tha n th e fat e o f
the Caribs . Th e American s ar e no t a  peopl e t o b e trifle d with ;
no on e know s i t bette r tha n th e negroes . The y fea r them . The y
prefer th e infinitel y mil d rul e o f England , an d unde r suc h a  go -
vernment a s w e migh t provid e i f w e care d t o try , th e whol e o f
our island s migh t becom e lik e th e Moravia n settlemen t i n Ja -
maica, an d th e blac k natur e . . . migh t b e pu t agai n i n th e wa y
of regeneratio n (pp . 335-36 ) (13) .

Finally, resorting to the priapic imagery which the Caribbea n s o abun -
dantly suggest s t o observers , Froud e explain s t o hi s reader s that :
"The bo w o f Ulysse s i s soun d a s ever ; moth s an d worm s hav e no t
injured eithe r cor d o r horn ; bu t i t i s unstrung , an d th e arrow s whic h
are sho t from i t dro p feebly to th e ground. " (pp . 358-59) .

*

Two American Views.

At the very moment when Froude formulated his moralistic , eve n
poignant appea l t o Grea t Britai n t o reassum e he r imperia l responsibi -
lities, Captai n Alfre d Thaye r Maha n wa s urgin g th e Unite d States , o n
the threshol d o f a  Ne w Manifes t Destiny , t o erec t a  calculu s o f Ca -
ribbean interes t o n mor e primitiv e foundations . I n hi s articl e "Th e
United State s Lookin g Outward " (1890 ) (14) , Maha n declare d tha t
"the United States is woefully unready, not only in fact but in purpose,
to asser t i n th e Caribbea n an d Centra l Americ a a  weigh t o f influence
proportioned t o th e exten t o f he r interests" . Th e "piercin g o f th e
Isthmus" would signify "nothing but a  disaste r to the Unite d States , i n
the presen t stat e o f her military and nava l preparation" .

On a  map showing the flows of Atlantic shipping Mahan found i t
"curious t o not e what deserted regions , comparatively , ar e th e Gul f of
Mexico, th e Caribbea n Sea , an d th e adjoinin g countrie s an d islands" .
A mer e "thread " o f trad e linke d th e Caribbea n t o Britain , althoug h
once, durin g th e Napoleoni c wars , th e regio n supplie d on e fourt h o f
the trad e o f th e Empire . "Th e significanc e i s unmistakable : Europ e
has no w littl e mercantil e interes t i n th e Caribbea n Sea" . Onc e th e

(13). —  I n th e 1890 s American s wer e t o mak e simila r reflections , mu-
tatis mutandis,  t o justif y thei r ow n intention s vis-à-vi s Spain's .

(14). —  Alfre d Thaye r Mahan , The  Interest  o f America  i n Sea  Power,
Present and Future  (Boston , 1898) , pp . 1-27 .
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canal wa s built , however , th e isolatio n woul d terminat e "an d wit h i t
the indifferenc e o f foreig n nations. " (15 ) .

In "Th e Strategi c Feature s o f th e Gul f o f Mexic o an d th e Ca -
ribbean Sea " (1897 ) (16 ) Maha n develope d hi s versio n o f th e ever -
intriguing analog y betwee n th e Caribbea n an d th e Mediterranean :

Both ar e land-gir t seas ; bot h ar e link s i n a  chai n o f commu -
nication betwee n a n Eas t an d a  West ; i n bot h th e chai n i s broke n
by a n isthmus ; bot h ar e o f contracte d exten t whe n compare d
with grea t oceans , and , i n consequenc e o f thes e commo n features ,
both presen t i n a n intensifie d for m th e advantage s an d th e limita -
tions, politica l an d military , whic h conditio n th e influenc e o f se a
power.

Mahan too k pain s t o distinguis h betwee n th e Gul f o f Mexic o (wit h
Havana a s it s Gibraltar ) an d th e Caribbea n (wit h a  serie s o f littl e
"straits o f Gibraltar " stretchin g nearl y 40 0 miles) . H e scolde d a
British periodica l whic h ha d accuse d hi m o f includin g th e Gul f i n th e
Caribbean "becaus e o f hi s unwillingnes s t o admi t th e nam e o f an y
other stat e i n connectio n wit h a  bod y o f wate r ove r whic h hi s ow n
country claime d predominance" .

Mahan's articl e elaboratel y analyze s th e comparativ e strategi c
advantages o f th e Caribbea n isle s an d straits . A  centra l proble m wa s
to asses s th e relativ e importanc e o f Jamaic a an d Cuba , whic h h e settle d
"greatly an d decisivel y i n favo r o f Cuba" . A t th e sam e tim e h e pro -
tested tha t "w e ar e no t seekin g t o chec k anythin g o r anybody , bu t
simply examinin g i n th e larg e th e natura l strategi c features , an d inci -
dentally theret o notin g th e politica l conditions , o f a  maritim e regio n
in whic h th e Unite d State s i s particularl y interested" . When , however ,
he compare d th e Caribbea n an d th e Mediterranean , an d whe n h e con -
templated th e happenstanc e an d uncertaint y whic h attende d th e Bri -
tish conques t an d retentio n o f he r stronghold s i n th e latte r sea , h e
could no t hel p bu t wonde r "whethe r incident s s o widel y separate d i n
time an d place , al l tendin g toward s on e en d —  th e maritim e predomi -
nance o f Grea t Britai n —  ca n b e accidents , o r ar e simpl y th e exhibi -
tion o f a  Persona l Will , actin g throug h al l time , wit h purpos e deliberat e
and consecutive , t o end s no t ye t discerned" .

Although i n Mahan' s da y th e ter m "America n Mediterranean "
was purel y descriptiv e fo r geographer s suc h a s Reclu s —  "America "
referring t o th e hemispher e —  i t inevitabl y becam e a  geopolitica l

(15). —  Mahan' s Roma n prototyp e wa s mor e martia l tha n Froude's .
Foreign Atlanti c an d Caribbea n bases , h e wrote , wer e "biddin g u s stan d t o
our arms , eve n a s Carthag e bad e Rome" .

(16). —  Ibid.,  pp . 269-314 .
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handle i n th e Unite d States . Stephe n Bonsai' s The  American  Medi-
terranean, a  natura l sequel to Mahan, shifte d the accent from politico-
-strategic t o politico-economic . Bonsa i foun d Europe' s Caribbea n
possessions t o b e i n ful l decadence . Th e Hagu e an d Copenhage n
would probabl y foo t thei r Wes t India n bill s wit h "th e bes t grac e ima -
ginable" unti l th e nex t genera l colonia l readjustment . Joh n Bul l wa s
ready t o "tak e ou r Philippin e trouble s of f ou r hands " i f w e woul d
shoulder "hi s Wes t India n burden " (17) . Certai n tha t commercia l
crops suc h a s banana s an d caca o woul d soo n rescu e th e Caribbea n
from economi c stagnation , Bonsa i urge d hi s countr y t o seiz e thes e
opportunities. "Undeniabl y a  ne w er a i s dawnin g i n tha t par t o f th e
world whic h lie s jus t outsid e ou r gate s an d whic h i s called , wit h in -
creasing frequency , th e America n Indies , an d th e America n Medi -
terranean." (p . 399 ) (18) .

Liberal opinio n i n th e Unite d State s woul d o f cours e no t allo w
such rambunctious talk and the behavior which it endorsed to continue
indefinitely withou t challenge . A  generatio n afte r th e muckraker s ha d
stirred u p th e domesti c scene , a  kindre d grou p fixe d thei r sight s o n
U. S . Lati n America n an d Caribbea n policy . Alon g wit h th e spat e
of book s i n th e 1920 s whic h examine d America n interventio n an d
exploitation i n singl e countries , ther e wa s one , Dolla r Diplomac y b y
Nearing an d Freema n (19) , whic h attempte d a  generalize d explana -
tion for the symptoms and causes of the new "American imperialism" .
Although th e boo k ha d th e effec t o f a  documente d an d persuasiv e
counterstatement t o th e expansionis m o f Mahan-Bonsal , it s analysi s
did no t extend to matter s beyond th e relativel y limite d purvie w o f the
American libera l conscience . Th e fac t tha t Dollar  Diplomacy  i s s o
frequently taken a s being more transcendenta l tha n a  rebutta l i n a  do -
mestic dialogu e make s i t a  sourc e o f mor e perniciou s confusio n tha n
the Maha n thesi s itself .

Nearing an d Freema n identifie d a  ne w an d seemingl y inevitabl e
phase i n America n historica l developmen t whic h ha d becom e pro -
nounced sinc e th e Worl d War : economi c o r financia l imperialism .
The growt h o f thi s imperialis m —  interprete d a s interactio n betwee n
foreign economic investment and diplomatic policy — could be marked
off i n stages : (1 ) migratio n o f capita l withou t politica l implications ;
(2) migratio n o f capita l wit h resultan t demand s upo n receivin g coun -
tries unde r concessions an d bankers'contracts ; (3 ) participatio n o f re -

i n ) . —  Stephe n Bonsai , The  American  Mediterranean  (Ne w York ,
1912), pp . 10 , 14 .

(18). —  European s matter-of-factly  acknowledge d America n ambitions , a s
in L a Méditerranée  américaine,  l'expansio n des  Êtats-Unis  dans  l a Mer  des  An-
tilles (Paris , 1927 ) b y Jacque s Crokaert , a  Belgian .

(19). —  Scot t Nearin g an d Josep h Freeman , Dollar  Diplomacy,  a  Study
in American Imperialism  (Ne w York , 1925 ) .
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presentatives o f U . S . capita l i n interna l politic s o f foreig n countrie s
(encouragement and subsidizing o f revolutions) ; (4 ) appea l by U . S .
investors fo r suppor t fro m thei r governmen t whe n loca l authoritie s
treat the m unsatisfactorily , sometime s provokin g militar y intervention ;
(5) en d o f militar y occupatio n whe n U . S . contro l i s accepted , o r
else: (6 ) completio n o f sequenc e b y arme d conques t (Philippines ) o r
purchase (Virgi n Islands). "Th e cycle is best illustrated in the relations
between the United States and the Caribbean countries, sinc e it has it s
freest expressio n wher e a  stron g country i s dealin g with a  weak one. "
(pp. 17-18) .

In th e fina l paragrap h o f th e boo k th e author s liste d th e symp -
toms o f dolla r diplomacy i n Lati n Americ a an d th e Caribbean : deter -
mination o f boundaries ; preventio n o f o r assistanc e t o filibusterin g a s
required b y America n financia l interests ; administratio n o f custom s
houses; annexation of Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands; establishment
of financia l protectorates ; arme d intervention ; overthro w o f indepen -
dent governments ; fomentin g o f revolutions ; buildin g o f th e Panam a
Canal; interferenc e with elections ; controlled use o f recognition policy ;
acquisition of naval bases ; creation of local constabularies under Ame-
rican officers ; economi c interpretatio n o f th e Monro e Doctrin e t o
freeze ou t Europea n investors ; solicitatio n o f loa n busines s fo r Ne w
York banks ; campaig n i n behal f o f oi l interest s agains t nationalizatio n
of Mexican natura l resources . (pp . 279-80) .

So convincingl y di d Nearin g an d Freema n diagnos e th e dollar -
diplomacy syndrom e tha t n o amoun t o f subsequent , mor e exactin g
scholarship o n th e determinant s an d objetive s o f U . S . foreig n polic y
in th e earl y twentiet h centur y ha s bee n abl e t o modif y th e generall y
received connotation s o f th e phrase . Furthermore , becaus e th e boo k
seems to deal with matters of equity, because i t seems to be a prolego-
menon t o a n agend a o f reform , almos t n o on e o f libera l persuasio n
would think to inquire whether its analysis does  in fact offer a point of
intellectual purchase for the lever of therapeutic change. Tw o observa-
tions may help to elucidate this point .

First, althoug h th e analysi s wa s apparentl y prompte d b y mora l
indignation, economi c imperialis m i s clinicall y perceive d a s a n "inexo -
rable" stag e o f America n history . Th e author s see m discourage d o r
deflected fro m presentin g a  complementar y surve y o f loca l Caribbea n
causes and conditions for dollar diplomacy ; o r from analyzin g its com-
plex effect s (politica l an d psychological , fo r example ) i n Caribbea n
countries; o r from suggesting viable grounds fo r a  Caribbean response .
The onl y trai t whic h the y ascrib e t o Caribbea n land s an d people s i s
massive penetrability by external forces. Fro m the Caribbean viewpoint
the author s are lik e th e walru s an d carpente r o f Alic e i n Wonderland ,
brushing awa y thei r tear s a s the y mi x strategica l calculu s (Menéndez -
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-Mahan) wit h economics (Campbell ) an d place them within a  Darwi-
nian framewor k o f historica l inevitability .

Second, fro m th e United  States  viewpoint , th e boo k offer s onl y
narrow ground s fo r a  reformis t critique . No t onl y d o it s author s per -
suasively identif y foreig n polic y a s th e produc t o f unrestrainabl e dyna -
mism actin g upo n infinitel y permeabl e oversea s environments . The y
also smuggl e tw o emotionall y freighte d implication s int o a  seemingl y
clinical exposition . On e i s tha t "Wal l Street " an d it s accomplic e
"Washington" are the villains of the piece. Th e other is that the "Ame-
rican people " ar e a  generou s an d culturall y toleran t bree d o f citizen s
who ar e falsel y represente d b y thei r plutocrat s an d bureaucrats . Bot h
hypotheses are o f course erroneous . Thei r net effect i s to inhibi t sober
reflection upo n th e condition s an d choice s o f lif e o f thos e wh o dwel l
in th e Caribbea n itself , an d upo n realisti c possibilitie s fo r coexistenc e
of th e Caribbea n an d th e Colossus .

The Nearing-Freema n thesi s i s a  convenien t stoppin g plac e fo r
our excursion because i t stil l retain s extraordinary appea l an d vitality .
On th e on e han d America n liberalis m ha s mad e fe w exploration s
beyond it s confine s durin g th e pas t fort y years ; o n th e othe r it s ke y
propositions hav e becom e th e permanen t doctrina l baggag e o f Ca -
ribbean an d Lati n America n intellectuals . On e migh t almos t sa y tha t
contemporary publi c discussio n o f U . S.-Caribbea n relation s i s lar -
gely restricted to the modes t spectrum o f possibility which th e Mahan -
-Bonsal an d th e Nearing-Freema n these s opene d fo r consideration .

The questio n raise d her e ha s nothin g t o d o wit h th e historica l
accuracy o f th e dollar-diplomac y thesis . I  merel y inquir e whethe r i t
serves the complex needs o f national conscience in the Caribbea n even
as adequately as it has served the simpler ones of the liberal conscience
in th e Unite d States . B y no w i t i s obviou s tha t I  inclin e t o plac e
"dollar diplomacy " i n tha t famil y o f historiographica l gambit s whic h
throw the blame for Caribbean dilemmas and anxieties on the shoulders
of relativel y unconcerne d extra-Caribbea n power s (20) .

*

Braudel and Geohistory.

The recen t pas t has produce d variou s alternative s t o th e geopoli -
tical perspective on the destin y o f th e Caribbean . Thes e include : (1 )
the historico-additiv e strateg y (inventor y an d collatio n o f separat e
insular and regiona l histories) ; (2 ) scientifi c generalizatio n (compara -

(20). —  Th e enfant  terrible  o f thi s famil y i s th e instan t histor y writte n
for presentatio n t o a  ne w Caribbea n countr y o n independenc e da y alon g wit h it s
flag an d anthem . :
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tive indexin g o f pan-Caribbea n famil y patterns , interethni c relations ,
agricultural methods, form s o f colonial rule , and the like (3) , scheme s
for Caribbea n politica l an d economi c integration ; (4 ) th e mystiqu e
of Africa n origins . Al l o f thes e orientation s offe r challeng e an d pro -
mise. Eac h one , however , rest s upo n tentativ e assumptions ; an y o f
them might  com e t o grie f o n th e shoal s o f empirica l truth , politica l
reality, o r emotiona l resistanc e —  t o leav e u s wit h th e mournfu l
conclusion tha t Mahan' s i s afte r al l th e onl y Caribbean .

Those wh o presum e th e existenc e o f a  historica l an d internall y
definable Caribbea n mus t b e willin g t o mov e fro m th e genera l t o th e
specific a s wel l a s fro m th e specifi c t o th e general . Rathe r tha n fac e
the formidabl e tas k o f sketchin g th e lineament s o f tha t genera l view ,
however, le t u s tak e refug e i n analogy . Le t u s examin e th e poin t o f
departure an d som e representativ e generalization s o f a  matur e schola r
who ha s written a  broad , logicall y conceptualize d stud y o f a  se a eve n
more comple x an d suffuse d wit h histor y tha n th e Caribbean . I  refe r
to Fernan d Braudel' s L a Méditerranée  e t l e monde  méditerranéen à
l'épogue de Philippe II (21 ) .

In the course of his research Braudel found there to be : "Nothin g
more clearl y define d tha n th e Mediterranea n o f th e oceanographe r o r
the geologis t o r th e geographer : thes e ar e field s o f stud y wel l deli -
mited, ranke d an d labeled" . Bu t thi s i s no t s o o f th e Mediterranea n
in history . " A hundre d authoritativ e warning s aler t u s an d plac e u s
on guard" . Indeed , th e Mediterranea n "i s no t eve n a  se a but , a s ha s
been said , a  'comple x o f seas' , an d wha t i s more , o f sea s sprinkle d
with islands , stabbe d by peninsulas , rimme d by branchin g coastlines. "
(I: xii-xiv) .

The historia n wh o deal s wit h his them e integrall y mus t recogniz e
three levels of analysis. Th e first is that of "a nearly immobile history ,
the history of man in his relations with his environment; a  history slow
to drif t an d change , an d ofte n compose d o f insisten t reiteration s an d
of cycle s foreve r recommenced" . Overlyin g thi s histor y i s anothe r o f
slow rhythms, a  "structural" history or — in the true sense — a social
history o f th e group s an d clustering s o f men . I t require s th e stud y
of successive economies and dominant states, societie s and civilizations.
It places a  premium on the study of war and conflict , see n not as ran -
dom clashes of private wills bu t a s th e knottin g togethe r o f deep-lying
forces. Finall y ther e i s th e conventiona l history , a  histor y o f "happe-
nings" cu t t o th e measur e no t o f ma n bu t o f individuals . Thi s on e
records th e swif t an d nervou s wave s abov e th e tida l currents . I t i s

(21). —  I  us e th e Spanis h translation : Fernan d Braudel , E l Mediterráneo
y e l mundo mediterráneo  e n l a época  d e Felipe  II,  trans . Mari o Montefort e To -
ledo an d Wencesla o Roce s ( 2 vols. , Mexic o an d Bueno s Aires , 1953) .
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the mos t stirrin g history , th e riches t i n humanity , ye t als o hypersen -
sitive, untrustworthy , perilous , an d fence d b y th e rage s an d dream s
and illusions o f those who lived it . (I : xvii-xix) .

In short , th e complet e historia n mus t mov e i n th e register s o f
geographic time , socia l time , an d th e tim e o f persons . I  enlis t Brau -
del's assistanc e becaus e I  fee l ou r imag e o f th e historica l identit y o f
the Caribbea n t o b e vagu e an d unsubstantia l fo r lackin g anchorag e
in his stratum of geographic time, tha t is , i n a  stratum which underlies
the passion s an d foreshortene d perspective s o f moment s o r eras .

A them e whic h illustrate s Braudel' s metho d whil e suggestin g ric h
possibilities fo r comparative Caribbea n treatmen t i s th e rol e o f island s
in th e Mediterranea n (I : 126-43) . Thes e islands , h e observes , ar e
more numerous an d importan t tha n generall y thought . Som e ar e eve n
"continents i n miniature" , an d n o corne r o f tha t Se a i s withou t it s
cluster o f islet s an d rocks . Th e viceroy s o f Sicil y use d th e phras e
"clean th e islands " t o mea n sweepin g ou t th e corsair s wh o infeste d
them i n searc h o f drinkin g wate r an d hideouts . Al l th e islands , grea t
or small, whateve r their diversity, provide :

a coheren t huma n an d historica l environmen t insofa r a s the y
are subjec t t o th e generi c limitation s o f islands , whic h mak e the m
both ver y retarde d an d ver y advance d wit h respec t t o th e genera l
history o f th e sea , whic h alway s locat e the m brutall y betwee n
those tw o oppose d pole s o f archais m an d novelty .

Braudel cite s th e exampl e o f Sardinia , "los t i n th e sea " an d re -
moved fro m suc h fruitfu l contact s a s Sicil y maintaine d wit h Ital y an d
Africa. I t i s a  mountainou s an d fragmente d island , a  prisone r o f
poverty force d t o liv e by it s ow n resources . It s history , dialects , cus -
toms, pastora l life , an d archai c econom y mak e i t " a worl d apart" .
Yet a casual change of ownership or fortune gives even suc h a n islan d
occasional brusqu e contac t wit h th e outsid e world . Th e "isolatio n o f
islands" i s relative ; th e se a separate s the m bu t als o link s the m t o it s
routes.

Insular life i s precarious . I t suffer s eterna l pressures from narro w
resources, hunger , threat s o f attack . Inhabitant s mus t ofte n abando n
exposed coasta l towns and tak e refug e i n th e interior , precisel y wher e
there i s greates t poverty , wher e ther e ar e no road s an d bridges, wher e
cattle ar e scrawniest . Ye t th e ostensibl y impoverishe d island i s vulne -
rable t o sudde n agricultura l invasion s tha t elevat e i t t o paradoxica l
prosperity o n worl d markets . Whea t swep t Sicil y t o mak e i t a  six -
teenth-century Canad a o r Argentina ; th e masti c tre e cam e t o Chios ,
cotton an d suga r t o Cyprus , th e oliv e t o Djerba . "Thes e economie s
were all alien to the islands, imposed from without, foreign to them and
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having often dir e consequences fo r what the German s call thei r Volks-
wirtschaft".

Islands also mi x with th e worl d throug h emigration . Lik e moun -
tain area s the y ar e exporter s o f me n (an d man y Mediterranea n isle s
are mountainous) . Th e prim e exampl e i s sixteenth-centur y Corsica ,
too rich in men for its resources ; "ther e is certainly no t a  single Medi -
terranean even t i n whic h a  Corsica n ha s no t bee n involved" . Corsi -
cans lef t fo r Genoa , Venice , Tuscany , Rome , Sardinia , Algiers , Cons -
tantinople, Seville , Valencia , an d abov e al l fo r th e half-Corsica n cit y
of Marseilles .

Although island s stubbornl y retai n thei r identity , thei r historica l
legacy is rich and layered.

There i s no t on e islan d whos e physiognom y i s simple , whos e
human stoc k o r civilizatio n i s o f on e type , whos e histor y i s con -
tained i n on e world . O n th e contrary , th e successiv e age s o f th e
Mediterranean remai n marke d o n th e bod y o f al l o f them , lik e
the ag e o f tree s o n th e layer s o f thei r trunks .

The definitio n o f insularism mus t no t b e to o narrow . Th e whol e
Mediterranean worl d i s subdivided , discontinuous . No t al l it s island s
are seagirt . Isolate d b y mountai n walls , Greec e an d Naple s turne d
out upo n th e sea . Marseille s i s "th e mos t incredibl e oasi s o f the Me -
diterranean world , encircle d b y a  tru e desert" . Lombardy , Portugal ,
Catalonia, Andalusia , o r eve n Spai n itsel f ar e walle d of f an d insular ;
so to o i s Syria , a  radiatin g cente r fo r civiliatio n insulate d betwee n se a
and desert .

Indeed th e Mediterranea n land s ar e cluster s o f region s iso -
lated eac h fro m th e othe r ye t constantl y reachin g fo r an d attrac -
ting eac h other . Henc e th e continua l exchang e amon g the m i n
spite o f th e lon g intervenin g journey s b y se a an d lan d —  a n ex -
change facilitate d b y th e nomadis m o f Mediterranea n man . Bu t
the contact s the y establis h ar e lik e electrica l discharges , violen t
and discontinuous . Lik e magnifie d images , th e comple x history
of th e island s light s u p th e histor y o f th e whol e Mediterranean ,
enriching ou r understandin g o f wh y eac h Mediterranea n provinc e
has manage d t o preserv e s o stubbor n a n originality , s o stron g a
regional fragrance , amids t th e mos t extraordinar y mixtur e o f
races, religions , customs , an d civilization s tha t th e worl d ha s eve r
known.

As h e move s t o a  synopti c vie w o f th e Mediterranea n itsel f (I :
203-09), Braude l caution s u s no t t o includ e unde r it s nam e al l tha t
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the Se a "imbue s wit h th e arom a o f it s civilizations , o r tha t it s eco -
nomy set s i n motion" . A t th e sam e tim e th e ter m shoul d appl y t o
the circumadjacen t regio n whic h i s it s "soundin g board" . To o fre -
quently th e Europea n see s th e Mediterranea n a s a  Europea n se a
between hi s land s an d Africa . H e forget s tha t Mediterranea n lif e ha s
found it s sharpes t impetus an d dominan t linkage s alon g th e East-Wes t
axis.

Braudel stresses the meaning of "mediterranean" — a sea amidst ,
and therefore incorporating , th e lands abou t it . Shee r maritime history
may provid e a  unifyin g them e wit h it s accoun t o f routes , commerce ,
lines o f economi c force , an d break-points . Bu t t o us e Mahan' s sea -
-power calculu s a s a  matrix o f historica l explanatio n fo r th e Mediter -
ranean foreshorten s th e perspective , howeve r usefu l it s applicatio n o n
an oceani c o r a  globa l scale . Braude l doe s no t propose , however , t o
substitute Lan d Powe r determinis m (favore d b y historian s an d geo -
graphers) fo r Se a Powe r (favore d by "essayists") . A s th e titl e o f hi s
book implies , h e see s th e tw o i n shiftin g equilibrium . A t time s th e
great land power s impos e thei r wil l in hegemony tha t Jacques Pirenn e
called "absolutist , patrimonial , an d aristocratic" . A t other s a n empir e
arises directly from the sea to produce a thalassocracy (lik e the Cretan,
Venetian, o r eve n English ) whos e spiri t i s mor e "democratic , com -
mercial, an d individualist" .

To describe his geographically anchored poin t o f vantage Braude l
looks for a  more ample ter m than "geopolitics" , on e which wil l signif y
something mor e tha n a  historica l schem a contrive d t o accommodat e
present an d futur e interest s o f th e grea t powers . (I : 317) . Fo r hi s
enterprise h e choose s th e nam e "geohistory" . Thi s disciplin e oblige s
the geographe r t o pa y mor e attentio n t o time , t o relinquis h hi s near -
-exclusive concern with present realities , an d t o thin k ou t afres h thos e
of the past . Als o — a  thornie r propositio n —  i t oblige s th e historia n
to concern himself with space , wit h "al l that space sustains , engenders ,
develops, an d obstructs" , wit h the formidabl e persistenc e o f space an d
the endurin g shap e i t impart s t o history .

Neither th e mora l whic h Braudel' s stud y point s fo r Caribbean -
ists no r th e contrast s betwee n hi s subjec t an d their s nee d b e mad e
more explici t here (22) . I t is enough t o sa y that anyone wh o read s it
becomes forcibly aware of how fragmentary , parochial , o r thesis-ridden
is most modern writing on the Caribbean, how lacking in architectonics,
how pal e besid e th e bygon e chronicle s o f Oviedo , D u Tertre , Labat .

(22). —  Werne r J . Cahma n sketche s th e beginning s o f a  scholarl y ana -
logy i n "Th e Mediterranea n an d Caribbea n Region s —  a  Compariso n i n Rac e
and Cultur e Contacts" , Social  Forces  22 , 2  (1943) : 209-14 .
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The Se a an d it s land s awai t historie s writte n fro m a  mor e generou s
perspective, historie s whic h wil l serv e a s a  wel l deserve d restin g plac e
for the ghosts of Caribbean Past , a s a  foundation fo r the mushroomin g
research o f Caribbea n Present , a s inspiratio n fo r th e integrativ e sche -
mes o f Caribbean Future .




